
       Buy seed potatoes
If you have never eaten home grown potatoes before, you don’t know what
you are missing. The supermarkets have a limited choice of potatoes, but
you can get seed potatoes (ones prepared ready to plant at home) of all
types, shape and colour. Digging for the first new potatoes is a lot of fun

and the taste is worth it. Imagine your Sunday lunch with your own home
grown potatoes. You can grow them in the ground or in compost bags. 

 

Spring … a  season of promises and hope, of colour (especially yellow) and new life. Last year, spring
had just got started when we abruptly went into our first lockdown. This year, things are looking

brighter. This is the season when we can start doing those things we planned over the winter. We can
start seed sowing, redesigning our gardens, adding new plants, as well as enjoying each new plant

which appears, as if by magic, with flowers that open up and embrace the sun.  We hope to be able to
open the garden to visitors on Sundays as soon as regulations allow. Keep an eye on our Facebook

page for more information. 
 
 
 

This is a very busy season, so there is a lot to do in the garden, in pots, or on your windowsill. 
Here are some ideas:

 

  Sow some seeds
If you have chosen and bought your seeds over the winter, now is the
time to go through them and check when, how and where they can be

grown. Some seeds, like lettuce and leeks are not fussy and can be
grown in a cool place or on a windowsill. Other like peppers and

tomatoes are more delicate, need heat to help them germinate and
need to be kept cosy until the risk of frost is over.
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Look out for newly emerged flowers or insects in your garden or
on your walks. Small yellow Celandines or Aconites can be found in

grass verges, or under hedgerows. They are full of nectar for bees, as
are crocus, daffodils and hellebores. If you don’t have many of these
growing in your garden this spring, plan to plant some next autumn.

Also look out for the first butterflies. The beautiful yellow Brimstone is
often out early in the season and is very distinctive.

Potatoes chitting 



Split snowdrops
If you have snowdrops growing in your garden, now is the time to dig up
and divide some of the bigger clumps. Put a few of the bulbs back in the
hole they came from and plant the rest in different parts of your garden.

This is the best way of growing snowdrops (it is called ‘planting in the
green’) and is much more reliable than buying bulbs in the autumn. If
you don’t have any at the moment, you can buy pots from a garden

centre or ask a friend to give you a few. After a few years, they will have
produced enough babies to divide yourself.

 
 

Ray has been coming to garden since the project began 8 years ago.
Come sunshine, showers or snow, Ray is there! The garden provides
a calm and nurturing environment for him to relax in, and develop

his skills. Ray can feel sensory overload and stressed in
unpredictable, busy situations but the daily routine at the garden is
consistent, peaceful and follows the seasons. During this time he’s
become an expert at taking cuttings, sowing seeds and potting on.

Other team members have noticed Ray’s increased verbal
communication during the past few years and his confidence to take

the initiative is growing. We’re very grateful for the hours of
gardening he’s given to the project, and feel lucky to work with him.

 
 

Enquiries:
Olwen Barlow (olwenbarlow@yahoo.co.uk) Garden Co-ordinator for Sustainable Wantage 

Sarah Griffiths (sgriffiths@styleacre.org.uk) Garden Co-ordinator for Style Acre
Emily Brown (emily.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk) Garden Co-ordinator for WCSS

Here is what some of our regular gardeners get up to...

Dan and Emily (Sunday gardeners) have been regulars for a
few years now. Dan enjoys painting, clipping the hedges and
collecting leaves in the autumn. Emily does much of our seed

sowing and is an expert at potting on. They love the time at the
garden so they can socialise and chat with the rest of the

gardeners.
 


