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288 people are supported by Style Acre across 
Oxfordshire. We offer supported living, community 

hubs, a Work Programme and a Garden Project. 



2          STYLE ACRE ANNUAL REVIEW 2020

About Style Acre
Style Acre has supported people with learning disabilities and 
autism since 1995. Originally Style Acre was one residential 
home but in 2004 the house was sold and supported living 
care teams were established to enable people to live in homes 
with their peers. In 2004 we supported 20 people, in 2020 we 
support 288 people across Oxfordshire through 33 supported 
living households and our three dynamic community hubs in 
Wallingford, Didcot and Banbury.

Style Acre is rated ‘outstanding’ by the Care Quality 
Commission, the independent regulator for adult health and 
social care services. 

Well what a year it has been! No amount 
of positive spin can make 2020 look like a 
vintage year that we will all look back on 
with great fondness. It was supposed to be 
a year celebrating our 25th birthday, instead 
we were forced to cancel all the events and 
parties we had planned. However, what 
2020 has proved again is what a fantastic 
group of people we have here at Style Acre. 
The dedication, creativity and resilience 
of our staff has been remarkable and the 
support of friends, families and partners in 
the community has been humbling. Thank 
you and let’s all hope for a better 2021! 

A word from our CEO, Chris Ingram



Prior to Covid-19, 231 people 
with learning disabilities regularly 
attended our community hubs in 
Wallingford, Didcot and Banbury 
to learn new skills, make friends, 
develop independence and 
confidence and, of course, have lots 
of fun. 

The three hubs have long been safe, 
welcoming spaces for the people 
who attend. Full of joy, warmth 
and creativity, they are central to 
the lives of the people we support. 
People have friends who they see 
regularly at the hubs and sessions 
that they take part in each week. 
The support teams offer a listening 
ear and a welcoming smile. They 
help people to develop life skills and 
offer people the opportunity to make 
the most of their local communities 
and to gain work experience.  

It was a huge challenge for 
everybody when we had to close 
our community hub buildings during 
the Covid-19 lockdown and yet 
continue to support those people 
who rely on the hubs so much. The 
teams quickly adapted and have 
done everything from running a 
new online activity timetable to 
supporting people with socially 
distanced days out and assisting 
people with day-to-day tasks such 
as shopping. They have supported 
people so they can leave home 
safely, benefit from fun, motivational 
activities and feel less anxious/
isolated. 

As things progress, longer term 
effects to people’s wellbeing are 
becoming apparent. The support of 
our Day Opportunities will continue 
to be essential to keeping people 
safe and well. 

Day Opportunities
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Supported Living 
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105 people with learning 
disabilities and autism live 
with friends and peers in 
Style Acre’s 33 comfortable, 
safe and happy supported 
living households.  

This year has been a big 
challenge for our supported 
living teams and the people 
we support. The restrictions 
of Covid-19 have meant 
that everyone has had to 
be a lot more creative to 
keep positive and motivated. 
There has been anxiety 
among the people we 
support around hygiene 
restrictions and PPE, as 
well as not being able to 
see loved ones in person as 
often. 

Our support teams have 
been doing everything they 
can to ensure the people 
they support stay safe 
and well, both mentally 
and physically. They have 
enabled people to go out 
whenever safe to do so, 
worked hard to ensure 
people have regular contact 
with friends and family 
members and helped people 
to take part in uplifting 
health and wellbeing 
initiatives through our Ways 
to Wellness Programme.  
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Littleworth Housemates
Tom, Matthew, Lydia and Kizzie 
live together in Wheatley. The 
housemates are very active and 
upbeat. They enjoy living together, 
going out for day trips, shopping 
trips, for meals and to the pub. 
They have spent more time at home 
this year, but have found lots of 
fun things to do including watching 
films, trampolining in the garden and 
arts and crafts – there have been 
lots of laughs despite the challenges.  

Kizzie and Matthew have enjoyed 
spending time reading together. 
Matthew and Lydia particularly 
enjoy their garden. This year, the 

housemates 
have been 
growing 
lots of veg 
in their 
VegTrug.  

The housemates appreciate their 
support teams. Lydia says she gets 
help with having a bath or shower, 
cooking and baking, while Tom 
says that staff help him with his 
independence and Matthew says 
staff help him if he gets scared. 

Tom says “it’s a special house for 
people with disabilities and helps to 
keep us safe”.  

Rebecca and Chris Cleaver, Kizzie’s parents

“As a parent of young adults with additional needs all we have ever 
wanted is for them to be able to live their lives in the same way as anyone 
else of their age. In reality this is a tall order. Equality is much talked 
about, too rarely achieved. Of the many remarkable things about our 
experience of the care enjoyed by our daughter at Littleworth is that 
she is treated with thought and respect rather than just as someone 
with “needs”. Everything the team does is about keeping her and her 
housemates safe, stimulated and fulfilled. She is not a job or a statistic. 
Nobody focuses on what she can’t do. The atmosphere in the house is 
warm and welcoming and everyone living there enjoys a wide range of 
activities both as individuals and together. It’s home, not “a home.” We 
are so very grateful to the team for creating a life for our daughter that 
is better than we could have dared dream of. To have peace of mind felt 
like an impossible aspiration for us. Turns out we were wrong!” 

“

”
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This year gardening has become 
even more important to the people 
we support. During lockdown, the 
therapeutic benefits of gardening 
have been particularly valuable. 
People have enjoyed growing their 
own veg, spending time outside in 
the safe space of their own garden 
and watching wildlife come and 
go. Our Wantage Market Garden 
continues to be a peaceful, creative 

Our Work Programme enables 
people with learning disabilities and 
autism to secure work opportunities. 
We run four social enterprises: the 
Style Acre Tea Room in Blewbury, 
our charity shop in Wallingford, 
the Little Bookshop in Banbury 
and Green Acre - our gardening 
maintenance business. Our 
community hubs also offer work 
opportunities, as do local companies. 

Prior to Covid-19, 85 people were 
taking part in our Work Programme. 
Unfortunately, our social enterprises 
and several of the local companies 

that we work with have been closed 
during lockdowns. When allowed to 
reopen fully, our social enterprises 
will be instrumental in offering 
people the chance to gain safe work 
opportunities. We are also grateful 
to the local companies who continue 
to support us. 

Our Work Programme is vital for 
helping people to stay positive, 
develop skills, gain confidence and 
independence. We are determined to 
continue supporting people to gain 
work opportunities. 

“Ryan had been working in 
the Oxfam superstore prior to 
lockdown. He was really enjoying 
this. This placement stopped due 
to coronavirus… With restrictions 
lifting, Ryan really enjoyed going 
back and has been learning new 
skills in a different part of the store. 
Being able to return to work had 
a positive effect on his wellbeing.” 
Hannah, Head of Work Programme 

Garden Project

Work Programme and Social Enterprises

space for the people we support to 
be outside with nature, take part 
in sensory activities and develop 
gardening skills, all with the support 
of our Gardening Coordinator and 
volunteers.



Fundraising. Volunteering. Community

After a fantastic 2019 events 
programme, we were looking 
forward to celebrating Style Acre’s 
25th birthday year in style. Alas, our 
face-to-face events were cancelled 
due to Covid-19. Despite this, we 
have turned our hand to virtual 
events, ran online appeals and 
created fun, engaging events and 
initiatives for our Ways to Wellness 
Programme. 

A highlight of the year was our My 
Marathon My Way challenge where 
the people we support and their 
families, Style Acre employees and 
supporters committed to walking, 
running or cycling a marathon in 
May. Adam and his dad (below) 
cycled 78.8 miles and raised over 
£1000 – a fantastic achievement! 

Raising over £13,000, the challenge 
was a huge success and really 
helped us all to stay motivated 
through lockdown.

From an online art auction of 
artwork created by the people we 
support to a socially distanced 
Halloween scavenger hunt and even 
a virtual dog show, we have been 
busy getting creative with new 
Covid-friendly ways to raise money 
and have fun with the people we 
support. Our annual Santa Dash is a 
popular event and this year, we ran 
the event virtually.

We continue to raise funds to 
deliver key services including our 
community hubs, Work Programme 
and Garden Project. We received 
a grant of £30,000 from the 
Coronavirus Community Support 
Fund, distributed by the National 
Lottery Community Fund. We are 
thankful to the government for 
making this possible and to the 
other Trusts & Foundations who 
have supported us this year.

In ‘normal’ times over 45 regular 
volunteers give their time and 
expertise generously to Style Acre, 
helping us at our social enterprises 
and community hubs, with our 
Garden Project and fundraising. In 
2019-20 we exceeded 5400 hours in 
volunteer time! Through Covid-19, 
many regular roles have been 
on hold, but we have welcomed 
volunteers into new roles such as 
meal deliveries, shopping and virtual 
activities.
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Inflationary pressures on 
expenditure, particularly salary costs 
and a fall in value of our investment 
due to the impact of COVID-19 
pandemic resulted in small deficit of 
£25,124 (before tax) for the year. 
In addition, the voluntary income 

received during the year was slightly 
lower than expected in 2019-20. 
Available unrestricted funds of 
£1,452,906 are held in reserves at 
the end of the year to enable the 
charity to continue to operate for 
approximately two months.

Financial performance

Income £8,400,868

 Supported Living £6,264,535
 Day Opportunities £1,450,599
 Voluntary Income £300,262
 Other Income £385,472
 (Investment income, Other Income, 

Net gain / (loss) on investment)

 Supported Living £6,521,350
 Day Opportunities £1,818,277
 Fundraising £67,926

Expenditure £8,407,553

Message from Ambassador – Grace

“I like Style Acre because I get to live independently. Style 
Acre means a lot to me because I have lots of good friends. 
I get to go out on fantastic day trips. I am very proud to be 
a Style Acre Ambassador and I get to do speeches and help 
out in the community. Style Acre has helped me this year to 
relax during lockdown and it has made me feel happier and 
more confident than I was before.” 

Grace inspired our My Marathon | My Way challenge this 
year – running 5k every day for 9 days in lockdown to keep 
active and to fundraise for Style Acre! 



A Message from Tony Vernon, 
Chair of Trustees 

It is hard to predict what will come 
over the next year. What is certain is 
that we will continue to adapt to the 
challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and do everything we can to keep 
the people we support safe and well, 
both mentally and physically. It is 
a strange time, but one for people 
to come together as a community. 
What this year has shown us is that 
we have a fantastic group of people 
here at Style Acre – supportive, kind 
and resilient.

Our supporters this year 
have included:

The Anthony (Tony) Lane 
Foundation

Coronavirus Community Fund

Element Six

National Lottery Community Fund

Oxford Round Table

Root One Garden Centre

Round and About

South Oxfordshire & Vale of White 
Horse District Councils

Wallingford & Didcot District 
Rotary Club

Wallingford Tangent

What’s next for Style Acre?

Thank you to our Supporters

We have needed to turn to our 
supporters more than ever this 
year. We are so very grateful for 
the continued support of families, 
friends, local groups and businesses, 
as well as Trusts & Foundations 
who have donated to us this year. 
To those new supporters who have 
helped us through a challenging 
time and to those who have given 
their time as volunteers – thank 
you.
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Trustees:

Tony Vernon (Chair)
Ian Boulton
Sarah Nye
Keith Tibbs

Philippa Chalmers
Rob Thornton
Paul Townsend

Patrons:
Sinead Cusack

John Craven OBE (Emeritus)

Ambassadors:
Rachel Knapp
Daniel Orpin

Grace Kerrigan

Evenlode House, Howbery Park, Wallingford, Oxfordshire, OX10 8BA

Phone: 01491 838760

Email: info@styleacre.org.uk

www.styleacre.org.uk 

Sponsored by Round & About

Please note that some of the photos used in this annual review were taken prior to Covid-19.


