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Farewell and happy retirement 
 

I am writing to let you know that Pat Gunning, Operations Manager for 
Supported Living has decided to take early retirement after 24 years with 
Style Acre.   Pat has undertaken many different roles at Style Acre and 

has made a big impact on what we do and how we do it.  I would like to 
thank Pat for her commitment and dedication to the charity and the 

people of Style Acre.  Pat has made a great number of friends along the 
way and she is keen to continue to keep in touch with people.  We will be 
holding an afternoon tea party on 26th February between 2-4pm at 

Hithercroft Sports Centre, Wallingford to give people the opportunity to 
say thank you in person and wish Pat all the best for her retirement.  All 
are welcome – please let Julie know if you plan to attend.  Call 01491 

827580 or email julieevans@styleacre.org.uk   
 

                                                                              Chris Ingram CEO 
 

Christmas festivities 
 

It was a typically busy December at Style Acre with 

parties, pantomimes, the Santa Dash, Christmas Fair at 

Howbery and a Carol service.  Amongst the parties was 

the Supported Living Christmas Party at Didcot Civic 

Hall.  Ben Lanes & Darryl kindly provided the music 

once again, all the services contributed fantastic 

platters of food for the buffet and wonderful creations 

for the table centrepiece competition.  Hagbourne Road 

won 1st prize, with Drayton 2nd & Henley in 3rd place.  

Santa made an appearance and there was also a fun 

photo booth.  Here are Cheryl (left) & Rebecca, armed 

with props and posing for pictures. 

 
T2 Christmas Lunch 
 

T2’s Christmas Lunch was held on 20th 

December, and catered for about 90 

people. It was all hands on deck for the 

staff, who helped make it a really 

successful event.  The tables were 

decorated beautifully by Carla and team, 

and Santa was there too with his little 

helpers, Joao & Hannah. 
 

 

Christmas lights 
 

During the festive season, Carterton tenants Sally & Sonia enjoyed a visit 

to the Christmas lights at Blenheim Palace.  They had a wonderful time 

amongst the many displays, like the magically lit pathway pictured here.  

Sonia particularly liked the snowflakes and the music, and Sally enjoyed 

all the lights and being out late. It was a lovely evening activity, made 

magical by the wonderful display. Both ladies would like to go again. 
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Monument Community Trust 
 

T2 users Molly & Gina attended the Monument Community trust 

evening to promote Style Acre, My Life My Choice and to hear 

about other charities and who they support.  Molly was asked to 

attend as she’s employed by Jennings in Chalgrove who set up the 

trust to provide help to charities, using their extensive knowledge 

in business. The event was held at Tap Social Club, Botley Road on 

9th October 2019.  Most importantly the cakes were beautifully 

made by the T2 catering group, who raised money for the day 

service by baking for the event - roughly 100 cakes!  Here is Molly 

pictured with some of the wonderful baked goods. 

                                 Carla Sims, Careers in Care Co-ordinator 

 
Men’s Group 
 
 

On 19th October the Men’s Group travelled by 

hovercraft from Southsea to Ryde on the Isle of 

Wight.  Whilst there, they visited a bus museum 

and amongst the exhibits they saw what must be 

one of the very earliest buses, (left).  Later in the 

month it was all aboard again, this time to the 

Oxford Bus Museum (see right) where they 

learned the story of bus & coach travel around 

Oxfordshire. 
 

 

 

7th November saw the Men’s Group switch buses for 

high-tech racing cars and motorcycles, with a visit to 

the Silverstone Experience in Northamptonshire.  A 

great place to visit for anyone who loves motor racing.  

Amongst many exhibits on show were Formula 1 

racing suits like Lewis Hamilton’s, pictured right.  

Then, on 22nd November they visited Motorcycle Live 

for a chance to see motorbikes, quad bikes and 

scooters.  Visitors were able to get a feel for some of 

the exhibits and here are Carol & Mikey seated on one 

of the large bikes. 
  

At the beginning of December there was a trip to 

Hyde Park Winter Wonderland.  Technical issues 

in the park delayed the fun, but members didn’t let 

it spoil the day, and here’s a snap of Ryan and Chris 

W, taken in the ‘Bavarian Village’.   

On 19th December the Men’s Group Christmas event 

got underway with a visit to the cinema, splitting 

into two groups to watch either Star Wars or 

Jumanji.  This was followed by a festive lunch and 

ten pin bowling at Hollywood Bowl, Oxford.  Chris 

B won the bowling with a score of 135 points.  

Here’s Chris, proudly displaying the decorated 

bowling pin trophy. 

 

 

One of the Men’s Group’s first outings of 2020 was 

a star-studded affair, with a visit to Madame 

Tussaud’s, London on 16th January.  They rubbed 

shoulders with a host of famous faces all captured 

in wax, there were even Marvel Superheroes like 

Incredible Hulk and characters & scenes from Star 

Wars. Here are John and Rob with Portuguese 

footballing superstar Ronaldo, whilst James and 

Ryan are pictured right with legendary Queen front 

man, Freddie Mercury. 



A soup-er way to celebrate Halloween 
 

Thame tenants Julia, Kate and Sophie prepared this fabulous pan of hearty 
home-made soup to enjoy at Halloween, accompanied by their own home-
made ‘hedgehog’ bread.  After dressing up in their Halloween costumes, the 

ladies then went out to listen to live band Safari, who were playing at the 
Chinnor Centre. 

 
Events, Volunteering and Fundraising News 
 

 

Welcome to Lisa Hanton 
 

Lisa Hanton has started as our new Community & Events Fundraiser working 3 

days per week. Lisa will be organising lots of fun events this year, including the 

Oxford Half Marathon. Feel free to contact her about events and community 

fundraising on lhanton@styleacre.org.uk or call 01491 827593. 
 

 

Who’s who at Style Acre?  
 

We often get asked who everybody is in the offices at Style Acre.  Now you can find out more about 

people who work at Style Acre by taking a look at our updated website team page: 

https://styleacre.org.uk/about-us/our-team/  
 

Wallingford Santa Dash, Sunday 1st December 
 

Our 4th Wallingford Santa Dash was a great success. On a sunny Sunday in December over 300 adults, 

children and pooches dashed through the streets and parks of Wallingford, raising money for Style 

Acre! We were so pleased to see so many people we support taking part, and we had fantastic support 

from employees, people we support and families who helped volunteer again this year.  Thank you to 

everyone who took part, volunteered or cheered us all along. The Santa Dash raised over £2000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Coffee Morning in aid of Style Acre 
 

Mr & Mrs Ebsworth (parents of Wantage tenant Mark) held a coffee 

morning in December at their home, selling DVDs, cakes and handmade 

items including Christmas stockings. Mark and Marianne (pictured) helped 

out, with Mark running a ‘guess the weight of the Christmas cake’ game 

and Marianne running ‘guess the number of sweets in the jar’. Thank you 

to Mr & Mrs Ebsworth, Mark, Marianne and everyone who supported them, 

helping to raise £462 for Style Acre. 
 

The Giving Machine: Funds for Style Acre when you shop online 
 

You can now find Style Acre on TheGivingMachine, a great fundraising site that lets you raise 

donations for Style Acre whenever you shop online. It’s easy to use and doesn’t cost you (or us) a 

penny!  TheGivingMachine is a fundraising charity set up to help other charitable causes raise money 

online. By signing up and shopping online via TheGivingMachine you will generate a free cash donation 

for us. With over 2,200 of your favourite retailers including Amazon, Ebay, M&S, NEXT, Thomas Cook, 

Sainsbury, John Lewis & Partners and Waitrose & Partners, you are bound to find what you need and 

generate a donation.    

To start raising free donations go to https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/style-acre-266600  

and join – it’s that easy.  You can also download the free desktop reminder app to help you remember 

to always shop online via TheGivingMachine https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/shop-and-give/  
 

Raffle Prizes Request! Got any unwanted Christmas presents? Having a spring clean? We’re on the 

lookout for raffle prizes for our 2020 events. If you have any unused, quality items you’d like to 

donate, please contact Cheryl Claxton or Lisa Hanton. 

mailto:lhanton@styleacre.org.uk
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https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/style-acre-266600
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/shop-and-give/


2020 Events 
 

It’s our 25th birthday in 2020, and we have a fantastic programme of events planned for this year! 

Upcoming events include: 
 

 Afternoon Tea & Cake Sale at Turnstyle, Thurs 27th Feb  

 Dan’s Disco, March (date tbc) 

 Harwell Safari Supper, 25th April 

 Thames Run, 17th May 
 

We’ll also be hosting a birthday garden party / picnic in the summer, so keep an eye out for your 

invite. Our big fundraising event this year will be the Halloween Ball on Friday 23rd October at 

Hillfields Barn. More details and info for booking tickets will follow soon. 
 

The Thames Run Needs our Support!  Last year the Thames Run raised over £1000 for Style Acre, 

and this year we are taking part again. If you’re able to support the event through marshalling or 

helping with car parking, please contact Cheryl on community@styleacre.org.uk or call 01491 827593. 
 

Challenge Events                                                     Volunteering 
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Helping out at the Santa Dash  
 

Amongst the kind helpers at the 4th Santa Dash in 

Wallingford were Slade Road tenants Henry (left), Dom and 

Jenny.  They all enjoyed cheering on the Santas, whilst 

helping with jobs like marshalling, to aid the smooth running 

of the event.   

 

 

A flying visit 
 

Turnstyle regular Nicola had a very special visitor towards the end of 2019, all 

the way from the far west of the United States.  Nicola’s sister Lesley flew in 

from Los Angeles, to spend time with family before Christmas.  Here are Nicola 

and Lesley, pictured together during her visit. 

Volunteer at Style Acre Tea Room! 
 

Other volunteering opportunities are 

available across Style Acre including at our 

Charity Shop in Wallingford, and volunteer 
driving.  Contact Cheryl for more information 

mailto:community@styleacre.org.uk


Go the Extra Mile Award for this edition goes to: 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                                
 

 

 
Thanks Jo Farnsworth, Catering Manager at T2.  If you have ever tasted one of the delicious cakes at 

the Tea Room or sampled a canapé at one of our events, then you probably have Jo Farnsworth and 

the terrific T2 catering team to Thank!  Jo always goes out of her way to support with extra projects, 

such as making hundreds of canapés for the Late Summer Cruise, running an activity at the Wantage 

Village Show and last-minute requests for cakes for events like Didcot Food Festival.  She also gets all 

the cakes made for the Tea Room week in week out through running and supporting the catering group 

at T2.  There’s always something delicious cooking in the T2 kitchen and Jo also encourages and 

supports the Ways to Wellness programme through promoting healthy options and joining in the 

various events running.  Despite her endless deadlines and hours on the rolling pin Jo is still calm and 

approachable!  Jo is always a joy to work with, kind and caring to everyone we support.  Thank you Jo! 
 

Lisa Watts (Supported Living) – Lisa is always focused on the people she is supporting, she motivates 

individuals to reach their full potential and always ensures things are done.  Lisa also regularly picks up 

additional support hours as she enjoys supporting and ensuring people go to evening events such as 

Shush & Friday Night Fever.   Lisa will also offer extra support to houses who need help covering shifts, 

sometimes at short notice.  She’s always a friendly face who can adapt her working ways to meet 

individual needs.  Lisa’s colleagues say she is a team player and is very committed.  Lisa will bend over 

backwards to provide person-centred support.  Lisa is friendly and gets on well with people she 

supports and their families.  Lisa has remained loyal and dedicated to working for Style Acre and the 

people she supports and is now in her 7th Year!  Thank you Lisa! 
 

Please remember to send your nominations!  We want to celebrate achievements, excellence & 

innovation within Style Acre.  We recognise individuals often go the extra mile and we want to thank 

and share with others, the outstanding contributions these individuals make.  Nominees can be anyone 

within Style Acre who you feel has gone the extra mile.  Nominations should include a short description 

about what the nominee has done that has made an outstanding contribution.  Please also include: 
 

Name of Nominee          Nominated by (optional)          House/Service          Date 
 

Send nominations to Bev Segesdy at bsegesdy@styleacre.org.uk or by post to Bev Segesdy at T2, Unit 

2C Trident Business Park, Basil Hill Road, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7HJ. 

 
Out & about with Geraint & friends 

 

Carterton & Witney tenants Geraint & Ollie 

took a trip to the Bus museum in Long 

Hanborough (left).  Geraint enjoyed 

showing Ollie the buses and traffic lights 

as this is one of Ollie’s favourite activities.  

They had lunch in the cafe afterwards. 

Geraint and Ollie both love buses, so it 

was a perfect place to meet.  There have 

also been trips out for Geraint and fellow 

Carterton tenants Sally & Sonia.  One of 

these was to Crocodiles of the World at 

Brize Norton, where everyone had a chance to hold a baby alligator and a 

python.   Geraint, Sally & Sonia all enjoyed the day and seeing the animals.  

None of them was scared by the alligator and python, unlike their support 

staff!  They have also enjoyed a meal out recently, at Frankie & Benny’s in Witney.  A very pleasant 

occasion for everyone - good food with good friends.  And another friend Geraint continues to enjoy 

spending time with is Friday the black Labrador.  Here she is, pictured with Geraint after an outing to 

the local park where Geraint enjoyed throwing a stick for her to fetch.   

 

          Jo Farnsworth                Lisa Watts 
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Fun at Butlin’s  
 

Wheatley tenants Tom, Kizzie, Matt, Lydia & staff enjoyed an autumn 

break at Butlin’s, Minehead.  Matt & Tom took a classic steam train 

ride to Watchet to explore the harbour and boat museum, whilst Lydia 

& Kizzie enjoyed the on-site swimming and crazy golf.  Superb evening 

entertainment included ABBA, Little Mix and Elton John tributes.  
 

The opening of the House of Wessex  
Having been amongst the Style Acre party who helped 

apply wattle & daub, on 27th November Sam B & I went to 

the official opening of the replica 7th century Wessex 

House at the Sylva Wood Centre, Long Wittenham.  

It was opened by the Countess of Wessex, and Sam & I 

enjoyed seeing the Countess open the house but it was 

quite brief, because unfortunately it was a very wet day. 

We were pleased to see inside the finished house with our 

daubing on the walls on show. The house was full of 

visitors and members of an Anglo Saxon group, dressed in 

Anglo Saxon clothing. They were making all sorts of ancient tools and jewellery but it was also full of 

smoke because Anglo Saxon houses just had shaped holes for windows and no chimneys!  This made it 

difficult to see properly.  We stayed as long as we could but needed fresh air after a short while.  The 

House of Wessex looks like it has always been there.  It really looks nestled into the countryside and if 

you are out walking in Long Wittenham, it is well worth going to see.                                                  
Picture: BBC News www.bbc.co.uk/news   

 

Ways to Wellness, with Bev Segesdy 
 

The Ways to Wellness Programme is back for 2020 and the challenge is to take steps towards 

improving our mental wellbeing.  The following 5 ways to wellbeing have been researched and 

developed by the New Economics Foundation.  Why not find your own ways to wellness and let us 

know how you are doing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know 1 in 4 of us will experience a mental health problem in any given year, which is why 

talking about mental health is so important.  See www.time-to-change.org.uk   Evidence suggests 

mental health problems may be higher in people with a learning disability.  Some studies suggest the 

rate of mental health problems in people with a learning disability is double that of the general 

population (Cooper, 2007; Emerson & Hatton, 2007; NICE, 2016).  We jumped straight into January by 

marking Blue Monday 20th (supposed to be the most depressing day of the year) and running a whole 

week of events for people to get involved in and feel good about themselves.  People across the 

organisation have been taking part in a wide range of activities - art & craft, walking, cooking, acts of 

kindness, gardening and more!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look out for more ways to get involved in the Ways to wellness programme!  Remember - please send 

your ideas, photos and videos to Bev Segesdy bsegesdy@styleacre.org.uk Tel:  07841338916 

 
STYLE ACRE, Evenlode House, Howbery Park, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford OX10 8BA 

Tel: 01491 838760 www.styleacre.org.uk  
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