
 

 

 

   

 

  
STORIES 

  AUTUMN 2019 

 
    

SABRe’s Achievement Awards  
 

SABRe held their 3rd Annual Achievement Awards on 
3rd October.  Once again, people we support came 

together with staff, family, friends & employers to mark 
a wide range of achievements and were joined by Style 
Acre CEO Chris Ingram, and the Mayor of Banbury.  

SABRe was decorated specially, and guests walked the 
red carpet, enjoying a glass of bubbles on arrival.  Food 
was also served during the event which saw over 50 

certificates awarded, recognising achievements of people 
we support in a number of categories.  SABRe is proud 
that the number of people gaining paid work has risen 

each year, and a number of certificates were awarded in 
this category, with others being recognised for 
volunteering, education and work experience.  The event 

featured in the Banbury Guardian, and here’s Robert 
Furze receiving the prestigious Achiever of the Year 
award, from the Mayor of Banbury.  Many 

congratulations, Robert. 
 

Getting crafty for Christmas 
 

Christmas season will soon be here, with its usual flurry of parties & festive events across Style 

Acre.  This year’s supported living Christmas Party is on 13th December and we are again 
challenging tenants & staff from each house to create a centrepiece for the party tables.  The 

theme is Father Christmas and as usual, we’ll have prizes for the top 3 entries.  The standard is 
always so high, we look forward to seeing lots of brilliant entries again this year.  The hardest part 
is judging them!  A reminder of the rules: no candles or glass, and keep sizes practical – not so 

large as to swamp the table, nor too tall to see over.  Here are some ideas to start you off! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   Natural logs              Plastic bottle Santa  Tissue box chimney         Woollen pom poms 

 

Abbotts View Alpacas 
 

A group from T2 had a fantastic time recently, going on a visit to 
Abbotts View Alpacas in Buckinghamshire.  Though there are 

some other animals on the small family-run farm, the Alpacas are 
the star attraction and are bred for their luxurious fleeces. Everyone 
had a chance to feed them, and some people even got to take them 

for a walk! 



Men’s Group activities 
 

August saw the Men’s Group at Countryfile Live at Blenheim Palace, 
where they spotted all the stars of the BBC1 show, including Style Acre 

Patron John Craven.  There was so much to see and do, both fun and 
informative.  The show ring featured sheep dog herding and dog agility.  
There was even a show introducing a number of sheep who appeared one 

by one to their own music, whilst the presenter gave their names, 
explained a bit about each breed and what their wool is used for. There 
were many stands selling everything from clothing to farm machinery, and 

here’s Rob C getting a feel for a quad bike!  All kinds of food was 
available, from snacks & drinks to main meals, so the group stopped off 
for lunchtime refreshments.   A highlight of the day was a quiz hosted by 

the Countryfile presenters, who were joined on stage by Otto and Rob C. 
 

It was all the fun of the fair at 
Hollycombe Steam Fairground at 
Liphook, Hampshire.  Members 

enjoyed vintage steam-driven rides 
including the Ferris wheel, swing 
boats and chair-o-planes, pictured 

left with James and Carol on board.  
In October it was time for the modern 
rides at Drayton Manor Park, where 

Halloween was a big theme.  Note 
huge pumpkin! 

 

 

Nautically themed activities saw the 
Men’s Group at Portsmouth Historic 

Dockyard.  They began with a trip 
around the harbour, getting a close up 
view of the UK’s largest aircraft carrier 

HMS Queen Elizabeth before viewing 
HMS Victory (left) & HMS Warrior.  At 

Gosport, they toured HMS Alliance, the 
only remaining WWII era submarine. 

   

Members enjoyed a trip to Santa Pod in 

September for the first day of the Euro Finals 
at the famous raceway.  There were over 
250 entries ranging from jet cars to monster 

trucks, and of course the iconic dragsters.  
Later that month it was racing of a different 

kind, with members ‘donutting’ down the 
slopes in oversized rubber rings, at the dry 
ski slopes at Christchurch.  They also tried 

out ‘ski bobs’, demonstrated here by John. 
 
 

 

August saw a visit to the Hawk Conservation 

Trust which looks after birds of prey including 
vultures, kites & eagles. After a flying display 
with the hawks zooming low over the audience, 

members watched the birds being fed and saw a 
vulture demolish a whole chicken in 4 minutes!  
In September there was a trip to Warwick 

Castle and members learned how, in its long 
history, it has survived an attack in 1264, being 
besieged in 1642 and a fire in 1871. 

 



 

Amanda’s amazing holiday 
 

T2 user Amanda enjoyed a wonderful break this summer in 

the Peak District with sister Claudia, brother-in-law Tom 
and niece Rozzi.  Staying in a cottage by the river in the 
Manifold Valley, the group spent a happy week exploring, 

relaxing and seeing friends.  Highlights for Amanda were 
visiting Bakewell, having lunch with old family friends Norah 
& Mick, and a visit to Ilam, a National Trust property where 

they sat in deck chairs, enjoying the sunshine and taking in 
the view across the hills.  Back at the cottage, there was a 
pleasant garden to sit in and Amanda liked watching the 

ducks on the river.  She also enjoyed a visit from a ginger 
cat, who came to sit on the sill outside her bedroom window! 

 

 
Friendly Friday  
 
Meet Friday the Labrador.  She’s a regular visitor to Ashfield Road, 
where she enjoys spending time with the tenants.  Geraint enjoys patting 

her and taking her for a walk to the local park, where he likes throwing 
sticks for her to fetch.  Whenever Friday comes on a visit, she brings her 
bed with her and settles down next to Geraint’s feet.  Geraint’s 

housemates Sally and Sonia also enjoy Friday’s company and Friday 
clearly enjoys theirs too!  One of her favourite things is to lay her head 
by their laps for them to stroke. 

 
 
Work round up, from Job Coach Philippa Rallings  
 
 

In August, a large group from Style 

Acre visited The Wood Centre to 
try their hand at the ancient 
building method of wattle & daub. 

Although the daub consists of a 
messy mix of soil, cow dung & 
water, everyone was willing to have 

a go.  Working together, they 
completed almost a whole layer of 
one wall and part of another.  

People wore sensible clothes & 
shoes, and gloves were issued 
which was just as well, as the dung 

part of the daub made it very smelly and sticky!  They used a hose where possible, to wash the 
worst of it off themselves.  It was enjoyable work and the group would like to have stayed longer. 
 

 

Earlier this year we were approached by Rose Grimond who runs the 
Nettlebed Creamery.  Rose was looking for someone to work for them 

helping pack their products.  Wallingford tenant Tom P soon started paid 
work at The Creamery, learning how to make up the boxes, pack the 
cheeses and label them.  He works a few hours each week, is now 

working on his own and travelling to the creamery independently on the 
bus.  Tom’s friendly work colleagues usually make him coffee before he 
changes into his special work clothes & hair net, washes his hands and 

begins work.  The other staff are always on hand should he have any 
questions, but Tom is also good at using his initiative.  Tom is enjoying 

getting to know his fellow staff, and says he is very happy to be working 
as part of such a friendly team. 



News from Garden Co-ordinator Sarah Griffiths 
 
 

On 4th September the bunting came out for the first Style Acre 
Village Show, at Wantage Market Garden. The barn dance & 

Zumba went down really well - we were lucky to have local band 
‘Pandemonium’ (pictured) playing for us. Many people joined in 
the dancing. We celebrated peoples’ achievements in different 

garden settings across Style Acre, particularly Project Carrot and 
all the successful produce grown in the veg trugs over the 
summer. The Green Acre (garden maintenance) team were also 

awarded certificates recognising their commitment to developing 
their skills & professionalism over the last year.  Congratulations 
to all who won rosettes & prizes for their produce & crafts! We 

had so many entries in the ‘Best vegetable cake’ category, we had to divide it into ‘Best tasting’ 
and ‘Best decorated’.  Did you come to the Village Show? Tell us what you enjoyed, and 
whether you think we should repeat it next year! 
 

 

Ray’s rainbow 
 
Ray made a beautiful rainbow of vegetables, flowers and fruit, all picked 
at Wantage Market Garden. It just shows the delicious, fresh produce 

you can grow right into autumn. But winter is coming!  
 

For ideas or advice about what to grow in the Style Acre veg trugs over 
the coming months please contact Sarah, Garden Co-ordinator at 

sgriffiths@styleacre.org.uk  
 
 

 
Thank you everyone who supported the Plant & Cake sale 

at Wantage Market Garden on 6th October. The rain held off 
so we had lots of visitors from the local community who were 
interested in the project. The pebble hunt was popular as 

always, and this time we also had a wildlife table so children 
could make their own bird feeders and learn how to build a 
hedgehog home. The event raised £128 for the project. If 

you would like to find out more about the Wantage Market 
Garden please contact Sarah on sgriffiths@styleacre.org.uk  
or 07969 871 843. 
 

 

Matt & Grace at Style Acre Caravan  
 

Since the Style Acre caravan opened earlier this year at Hayling 

Island, a number of people we support have enjoyed holidays there 
with family members or their support staff.  Matt & Grace had a break 
there in September, and here they are on the beach.  As you can see, 

they timed their visit for a period of lovely weather!  The caravan is 
situated on a holiday park with facilities including indoor and outdoor 
pools.  Bookings and enquiries are handled by Julie who can be reached 

at julieevans@styleacre.org.uk or on 01491 827580. 
 
 

Wantage Tenants clean up  
 

Wantage tenants & staff hit on a clever way to combine fresh air and 
exercise with helping the environment.  As part of a weekend walk, they 

decided to clear their local green spaces of rubbish,  
and armed with bags, gloves, litter pickers and a strong sense of purpose 

they set to work.  A public-spirited activity that they enjoyed, and would 
like to do again in the future.  Well done, everyone. 

mailto:sgriffiths@styleacre.org.uk
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Go the Extra Mile Award for this edition goes to: 
       

                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Bethany Ellis & Hagbourne Road             Katie Hill & Butchers Row 

 
 

Hagbourne Road tenants & staff are truly amazing!  They’re always out and about and live life to 

the full, supporting Style Acre events and joining in with everything that’s going on!  The team work 

really hard to get support right for their tenants and are always on hand to help other services when 

they can.    Here’s what one family member said: “I’d like to nominate Bethany Ellis & all her amazing 

Hagbourne Road team for going the extra mile.  Bethany is doing a great job as Manager and recently 

came with me & my daughter to a hospital appointment.  She was very professional & capable and the 

Consultant spent a long time listening to her about my daughter.  She brought all the printouts from 

Nourish and these were all kept for my daughter’s hospital records. It was wonderful to have her 

there and she added a lot to the discussion.  She has a great team working with her, all are helpful and 

friendly and all work hard to ensure our daughter leads life to her full potential!”   Thanks Bethany & 

everyone at Hagbourne Road! 
 

Butchers Row tenants & staff are truly inspirational!  There’s always so much going on - awards 

ceremonies, work placements, house meetings, holidays… there really is no stopping them!  The 

Butchers Row team work alongside the SABRe team and have created a real can do culture, the 

atmosphere and community feel at Banbury is something special!  This is what one family member 

said: “I’d like to nominate Katie Hill from Butchers Row, Banbury who has made an outstanding 

contribution to the general smooth running and happy & caring atmosphere which is now prevalent 

there and which resulted in them being labelled ‘Outstanding’ by the CQC. Katie always has time for 

my daughter, she tries, and usually does, find a solution to any problem and always thinks about how 

she can improve the general wellbeing of all residents there as well as taking care of the staff. She’s 

also very quick to respond to any queries Mum may have!”  Thanks Katie & everyone at Butchers Row! 
 

Please remember to send your nominations!  We want to celebrate achievements, excellence & 

innovation within Style Acre.  We recognise individuals often go the extra mile and we want to thank 

and share with others, the outstanding contributions these individuals make.  Nominees can be anyone 

within Style Acre who you feel has gone the extra mile.  Nominations should include a short description 

about what the nominee has done that has made an outstanding contribution.  Please also include:  
 

Name of Nominee          Nominated by (optional)          House/Service          Date 
 

Send nominations to Bev Segesdy at bsegesdy@styleacre.org.uk or by post to Bev Segesdy at T2, Unit 

2C Trident Business Park, Basil Hill Rd, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7HJ. 

 

 

 

 

Everything in the garden’s lovely at Chalmore 

Chalmore Cottage would like to say a BIG thank-you to Harry, Dan, Daniel, 
Jonathan, Sarah & Barry from Style Acre’s Garden Maintenance Group (now 
known as Green Acre), along with Chalmore tenants Ray & Pete, for working 

on our garden.  Thanks also to volunteers from Nationwide who helped with 
the work.  They all did a WONDERFUL job on taming the garden, which was 
no small feat!  
 

Both the front and back gardens look amazing, and everyone at Chalmore 
Cottage was able to enjoy the garden in the last of the warm weather.  
 

 

mailto:bsegesdy@styleacre.org.uk


September Social 
 

On 25th September Turnstyle, T2 and SABRe worked together to put on a social event at 
Wallingford Sports Park.  People from these services got together to play pool, football, skittles, to 

sing, dance and take part in art & craft sessions.  
 

‘I made a really nice bracelet and necklace, which was really fun. I made an animal mask and 
loved dancing to Taylor Swift and Steps.  Rachel was brilliant at singing too!’ Jessica  
 

‘I loved playing pool with lots of different people, and loved singing.’ Rachel  
 

It was a great day, giving people the opportunity to hang out and have fun. A huge thanks to all 
our helpers.  It was wonderful to see everyone having such a good time, and we will hold another 

event in 2020.  
                                                             Jessica Randle, Rachel Knapp & Hannah Wolstenholme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

             Dancing                                          Crafting                                           Mask making 
 
 

Ways to Wellness, with Bev Segesdy 
 

Don’t forget the Ways to Wellness programme still has two more months left!  Join in with 
activities and don’t forget to send your photos and videos to promote wellness across Style Acre! 

 
 World Diabetes Day 14th Nov. - Superhero themed activities! Look out for more info about 

the day or see these websites for ideas:    www.jdrf.org.uk    www.diabetes.org.uk  

Did you know: People with a learning disability are more likely to have diabetes than the 
general population. 

 

 Winter Warmers 21st Dec. - Cook up some healthy soups and stews!  
 

 Festival of Winter Walks 20th Dec. to 5th Jan. - Why not get out and enjoy a walk in your 
woollies! 

 
Here’s a roundup of what you have been up to over the summer months: 
 

July: Wallingford Cycling Festival and International day of Friendship! 
 

August: Healthy picnics! 
 

September: National Fitness Day! 
 

October: World Mental Health Day! 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mental Health Day poster                                                                Wallingford Festival of Cycling 

http://jdrf.org.uk/
http://www.diabetes.org.uk/


Fundraising & Volunteer Department news, with Cheryl Claxton 
 

 

Tea Room Summer Fete 
 

The Style Acre Tea Room Summer Fete was a brilliant success 

this year, especially as the weather decided to play ball! We had a 
gloriously sunny day surrounded by lots of happy dogs entering 
the first Style Acre Dog Show, and with plenty of lovely customers 

coming along to enjoy the day. It was fantastic to see so many 
people we support having fun too. Thank you to everyone who 
came along and helped us to raise £1800 for Style Acre. 
 

 

Late Summer Cruise 
 

Our first event with the Chiltern Centre was a big success, with lots of 
people turning out to enjoy a special evening cruise along the Thames from 
Henley. A big thank you to Hobbs of Henley for kindly allowing us to use 

their boat for the evening. The event raised over £900 for each charity. 
 

 

 
Style Acre’s Got Talent – Friday 8th November 
 

On Friday 8th November, we’ll be hosting our first-
ever Style Acre’s Got Talent at 6pm at Wallingford 
Sports Park.  

 
There’ll be singing, comedy, dance and maybe even 
the odd magic trick! Come and join us – just £5 on 

the door or book online in advance: 
www.styleacre.org.uk/events/style-acres-got-talent-
friday-8th-november  
 

 

 

 

 
Santa Dash – Sunday 1st December 
 

Style Acre presents the Wallingford Santa 
Dash, back again for the 4th year running! 

On Sunday 1st December 2019 at 
11:30am, join us and hundreds of Santa 
lookalikes for this year’s 3km jog/walk/run 

from Wallingford School to the Market 
Place. Passing through Wallingford’s lovely 
parks, we will arrive in the town centre to 

coincide with the very festive Christmas 
Shopping Extravaganza. All participants will 

receive a Santa Suit and medal as part of 
their entry. Book your tickets now through the website: 
www.styleacre.org.uk/events/santadash2019 or email community@styleacre.org.uk for more info. 

http://www.styleacre.org.uk/events/style-acres-got-talent-friday-8th-november
http://www.styleacre.org.uk/events/style-acres-got-talent-friday-8th-november
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mailto:community@styleacre.org.uk


 

 

Christmas at the Manor – Friday 13th 
December 

 
 

You’re cordially invited to get your festive spirit in 
gear with Style Acre and Howbery Park at this 
year’s Christmas at the Manor.  

 
On Friday 13th December, come and taste test 

some mince pies, guzzle some mulled wine, 
peruse pressies for purchase! We’ll be drawing 

our Christmas raffle too! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nationwide Wallingford at Chalmore 
 

A huge thank you to the wonderful team at Nationwide Wallingford who, having volunteered to 

help transform the garden at Chalmore (see story on page 5), then braved the rain to come out 
for our bucket collection in Wallingford and help raise over £370 for Style Acre. If you’re in the 
branch, please say a big hello and well done! 

 
London Marathon 2020 
 

And the winner of the Style Acre London Marathon ballot place for 2020 
is…. Sophie Davis, Assistant Manager at 27 Littleworth Road! A big thank 

you to Sophie for taking on this huge challenge of running the London 
Marathon in aid of Style Acre. We’ve already been planning some 
fundraising activities to help Sophie reach her £1500 fundraising target, 

but in the meantime if you are able to sponsor Sophie, I’m sure that would 
be greatly appreciated: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SophieDavis16  
 
 

Lisa Jones working with Fundraising 
 

We’re pleased to tell you Lisa Jones is now working as Fundraising & Volunteering Assistant for 
two days per week. To contact Lisa about fundraising or volunteering please email 

community@styleacre.org.uk.  
 

Volunteers Drivers Needed! 
 

We have lots of fun activities and fantastic work placements on the go for people we support, but 

sometimes we just don’t have enough drivers to be able to get them there. If you can help us get 
more people we support out & about to work placements and activities with occasional volunteer 
driving, please let Cheryl or Lisa know. Email community@styleacre.org.uk or call 01491 827593.  

 
 
 
 

STYLE ACRE, Evenlode House, Howbery Park, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford OX10 8BA 
Tel: 01491 838760 www.styleacre.org.uk  
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